
SENIOR HORSELESS PROJECT ELEMENTS 
 

                A Horseless member’s Division will be determined by their Novice, Junior or Senior Horsemaster Book 
and appropriate Horseless Dismounted Abilities. The actual  Horseless Project will consist of the Horseless Re-
cord Book and the appropriate Horseless Elements. Complete the required elements for each bracket as directed 
at the beginning of each bracket.  
             Each element needs to be submitted in the member’s Horseless Project Notebook with an Element  Cover 
Sheet preceding each element. Use various methods when completing each element: captioned pictures, docu-
mented photo display, personal drawings, written form, video, CD, etc. Any copied article or copied research will 
not be accepted. Except for where noted, each element needs to be submitted within the member’s Horseless 
Notebook. 
             All Horseless Project requirements are due at the July date set each year for Horsemaster Requirements. 

HEALTH & CARE 
Select and complete three elements below. Fill out an Element Cover Sheet for each element. Submit with your 
Horseless Project Notebook. Except for Element #4 keep everything within the pages of your Horseless Project 
Notebook. 
 

1. Describe or show how to tighten and remove a loose shoe 
2. Describe or show three things that could poorly effect grain or hay and the equine health risks involved with each 
3. Describe/chart the life cycle of a common equine internal parasite; include preventative measures 
4. Develop a diorama of a training/boarding facility for 10 or more horses 
5. Describe or show how to groom and prepare a horse prior to a promotional photo shoot 
6. Draw and describe your fantasy breeding horse. Include: breed, color, markings by name; age, gender & size; description of conformation; pedi-
gree and productivity 
7. Develop a budget for showing a horse. Include costs of tack and show clothes 
8. Describe or show one procedure an equine dentist may need to do for an aged horse not maintaining their weight 
9. Research the cost and efficiency of four recognized forms of equine fencing. Include: safety factor; materials cost; installation time & cost; short 
term & long term maintenance; area availability 
10. Select two unsoundness' and describe treatments or procedures that could keep the horse productive. What things could aggravate each un-
soundness? What is the best and worse possible outcome? 
11. Independent study – limited to one per bracket. Each independent study element must be pre-approved by both your club leader and a member 
of the Executive Committee. 

HANDLING & SAFETY 
Select and complete two elements below. Fill out an Element Cover Sheet for each element. Submit with your 
Horseless Project Notebook. Keep everything within the pages of your Horseless Notebook 
 

1. Describe or show how to safely bath a horse for the show ring. Include clipping for the show ring. 
2. Describe or show how to safely lead a horse through or past something that scares the horse. 
3. Describe or show how to long line or drive a horse with long lines. 
4. Describe or show how to safely approach and halter one horse in the middle of a group of horses. 
5. Establish both short term and long term riding goals you would like to accomplish over the course of a season utilizing weekly lessons. 
6. Describe or show how to teach a horse the basic elements it would need to know for Showmanship. 
7. List in order of importance to the horse five ways a horse will defend itself in the wild. Describe a scenario where a domesticated horse might 
inappropriately choose each defense. 
8. Describe or show how you would put on a sursingle and side reins for lunging. Include why you would lunge a horse with side reins. 
9. Describe or show how someone might train a young horse during its first 30 days under saddle 
10. Independent study – limited to one per bracket. Each independent study element must be pre-approved by both your club leader and a member 
of the Executive Committee. 

BREEDS & DISCIPLINES 
Select and complete two elements below. Fill out an Element Cover Sheet for each element. Submit with your 
Horseless Project Notebook. Keep everything within the pages of your Horseless Notebook. 
 

1. Select one breed from each of four continents and compare the conformation differences between each of the four breeds. Include each specific 
breed standards. 
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Breeds & Disciplines  (continued) 
2. Select a breed originating in the United States and another originating outside the United States prior to 1850 and provide a history of both. 
3. Compare two similar disciplines within the same area (hunters and jumpers; reining and Western riding; dressage and freestyle; endurance and 
cross country). Include differences in: training, equipment, scoring, goals, etc. 
4. Name and describe three different pieces of training equipment that could be used to re-school an older horse who is recovering from an injury 
or has learned some bad habits. Include what each piece would hope to accomplish in the re-schooling 
5. Explain the various physical discomforts that could come to a horse with a saddle that’s too tight or too wide. Include how any of these discom-
forts may effect the horse’s movement. 
6. Select at least one unnatural gait to a specific breed. Name the breed and describe the unnatural gait. Include when it would be called for. 
7. Select a breed registry and research history, membership requirements, governing body, names of local associations and any local competitions. 
8. Select a breed registry and research some of the most recent rule changes for competitions or the membership. Were these rule changes well 
accepted or controversial? Why? 
9. Select a European registry association and describe the selection process used to allow stallions to be used for registry breeding purposes. 
10. Design a showbill for a local 4-H club show used for their fund raising. 
11. Independent study – limited to one per bracket. Each independent study element must be pre-approved by both your club leader and a member 
of the Executive Committee. 

CAREERS & EDUCATION 
Select and complete three elements below. Fill out an Element Cover Sheet for each element. Submit with your 
Horseless Project Notebook. Keep everything within the pages of your Horseless Notebook. 

 

1. Volunteer 8 hours at a local equine facility or event. Document your hours and what you learned or observed. 
2. Attend a local horse show. Interview the Show Manager and the announcer. Document your interview. Select questions prior to the interview and 
include them in your element. 
3. Read a book on horse care. Evaluate the book. Was it informative, easy to understand without owning a horse? What was the most interesting 
thing you learned? 
4. Job shadow two different  people in two different horse related jobs. Compare the two jobs: income, hours, health risks, schooling, level of possi-
ble future success, biggest draw backs. 
5. Tour a breeding or training farm. Document your observations. What indicates industry success for this farm? What is one current financial issue 
the farm is facing? Does this issue seem to industry related or unique to this farm? Explain. 
6. Collect 8 different pictures of 8 horses of various breeds, sizes, etc. Place them as if they were in a halter class at a local 4-H show with no spe-
cific breed, age or gender guidelines. 
7. Read a current monthly horse magazine. Evaluate the overall look and content of the magazine. What suggestions would you give to the Editor 
in Chief? 
8. Attend a clinic, seminar or educational event that is horse related. What did you learn? 
9. You are now a 4-H Horse Leader for a new Kent County 20 member club. Design a series of winter meetings, a fund raiser and a community 
service project for your new club. 
10. Independent study – limited to one per bracket. Each independent study element must be pre-approved by both your club leader and a member 
of the Executive Committee. 

DESIGN & CREATE 
Select and complete one element below. Fill out an Element Cover Sheet. Submit with your Horseless Project 
Notebook. Keep everything except Element #4 within the pages of your Horseless Notebook. 
 

1. Make flash cards for at least 20 different horse and pony breeds; each card including the national origin of the breed 
2. Write a children’s book featuring either a therapy horse, a horse rescued from neglect, an ex race horse or a retired show horse  
3. Write a short story with yourself as the main character featuring a horse you have created 
4. Draw a horse scene using either paints, charcoals, pastels, pencils or ink  
5. Create a photo study of a selected topic. Examples could be: grazing horses, herds, ponies, working horses, foals, heads of horses, etc. 
6. Design a promotional banner to be hung at a local equine event. The banner will depict a horse farm or equine business of your choosing 
7. Develop a game that can be used to teach at least 30 parts of a horse 
8. Independent study – limited to one per bracket. Each independent study element must be pre-approved by both your club leader and a member 
of the Executive Committee. 
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