Horseless Project Overview and Requirements

Who is the Horseless Project designed for?

· Any youth interested in learning and experiencing more about horses within the format of a 4-H club but unable to bring a horse to the Kent County Youth Fair

1. Youth may or may not have access to a horse

2. Youth may or may not be able to ride

3. Youth may or may not be working toward the mounted project

· Examples of youths benefiting from Horseless Project: first year in Horse Project; safe show horse unavailable; financial constraints; personal or family choices; project horse unable to go to Fair; away at collage; riding discipline not included in 4-H Rule Book; more siblings than horses available

Goals:

· Provide a quality Horseless Project for Kent County 4-H members

1. Equine learning advancement opportunity for 4-H members unable to bring a horse to Fair

2. Consistent project materials that can be graded and scored 

3. Preparation of Horseless Project member for a possible future mounted horse project

· Allow for and encourage hands on opportunities if available

· Provide a project that is self directed by member or member/parent

· Provide a project that will still be of interest if duplicated year after year

· Create a consistent, workable and manageable project at the leader level

· Flexibility of element portion will allow for various resource options a non-mounted member may or may not have to complete elements 

Requirements:

· 4-H age of 9 – 19

· State enrollment through Extension office – deadline for new enrollments, May 31

· Single county project enrollment 

· Kent County club membership 

· Assumption of Liability Form 

· Horseless Record Book, Horsemaster Book (Horseless Dismounted Abilities), Horseless Elements; Required project pieces need to be submitted in one Horseless Project Notebook on/before Horsemaster deadline set each year in July; submitted to club leader or Extension Office; see specific items below

Horseless Record Book:

· Completed each year – due on current year’s Horsemaster deadline 

Horsemaster Requirements:

· Horseless Project members would be broken down into three Divisions: Novice, Junior, Senior

· Current Horsemaster books will be used with same rules as horse members

1. Novice Book is the minimum completion Division for first year Horseless Project member

2. Junior and Senior books may be completed in order as Horseless Project member desires

3. Horseless Dismounted Abilities will be required in place of Dismounted Abilities 

4. When Horseless Project member becomes mounted member the riding level will be determined by completion of all appropriate riding level patterns and Dismounted Abilities. Remaining Horsemaster Divisions will be considered incomplete (I) until all mounted requirements are completed

Horseless Project Elements:

· Horseless Project Elements will be considered the member’s “project” 

· Submitted in single notebook form which will include the member’s Horseless Record Book

· An Element Cover Sheet needs to precede each Element

· Various methods are encouraged to complete each Element: pictures, photos, written form, personal drawings, video, CD, etc. Copied articles or copied research will not be accepted
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